l8                          WOLSEY

At least his eye was single ; and he never fought
in the dark unless that darkness was produced by
another. The undimmed pursuit of a main idea,
swift striking, and the capacity to suffer fools when
sufferance was the only gateway to success, were
his virtues ; and he was guilty of one vice which
riddled his soul with sins, though, to the end, it
never blinded him. That vice was ambition :, the
sin that obsessed the mind of Shakespeare in its
noonday and is said to have brought the angels
to Hell. He put the attainment of power before
anything else - God, neighbour, and the indul-
gence of self; and such character as he had was
due mainly to the training and discipline that it
underwent in this field.

There can be no doubt that the growth of his
powers was greatly stimulated by the good for-
tunes of his early life ; and that the powerful
personality of which he made such unfailing use
stood him in admirable stead for the achievement
of his ends ; but it is no less certain that, had he
been an introvert instead of an extravert - an
artist, a philosopher, or a mystic - he would not
have come into power. He is one of the very few
instances in history of a man who achieved what
he did because of his limitations. It was his lack
of insight which made him daring, his lack of
vision that kept him floating when another might
have sunk, and his total inability to smell a danger
until it had assumed some bodily reality that saved
him from a panic which might have ruined him.